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- Directions

o Fighting Climate Change on “Len Cents a Day

AS PRESENTED B8Y LECNARC COHEN,ACBI LTD TO THE 2006 PARKING ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA CONVENTION,HOBART

» arking a car means driving a car.
Y Driving a car creates greenhouse
gases,which implicates parking
in the causal thain that leads ult-
imately to climate change. As the reluc-
tant handmaiden of Big Oil,the parking
industry has an image problem.

there is a growing perception that
parking is to motor vehicles as an ashtray
is to cigarettes - passive, not harmful in
itself, but part of a dirty business, The
state of California is suing the six largest
carmakers for the impact of their produ-
cts'CO% what will come next?

ACBI's CarboNeutral Parking prop-
oses an active stance by the industry on
climate change and a weakening of the
ties that bind parking to fossil fuel. If ev-
ery decision maker present at the Hobart
2006 Convention were fo do as we sug-
gest,the industry could become a major
playerin the fight against climate change
by the next Convention. And it would also

find a way to"value-add".

When we hear that the global average
temperature may rise by 4 degrees, we
might say"But the temperature gose up
and down more than that every day!"

But a global average rise of 4 degr-
ees means that some of your parking
bulidings will be awash and no wheat
will grow in southern Australia.Tropical
disease will spread north and south;heat
will kill the elderly and infirm as it did in
Europe,2005. Millions of climate change
refugees will leave coastal Asia and O-
ceania. This is not exaggeration or wild
conjecture.There is now no scientific d-

ebate about whether climate change is.

looming. There are skeptics,although
not in the scientific community.We are
in serious frouble.Time is running out.

Government and business,at [east
to some degree,are aware of climate

change

John Hofmeister, CEO of Shell Oil,

agrees that the debate over the science
of climate change is over.Hofmeister s-
ay's"Policy-makers have a responsibility
to address climate change.The nation
needs a public policy."When Big Oil in 2
006 speaks in the language and tone of
the environmental lobby of fen years ago,
just who has changed their tune? Some
in the business community have worked
out that millions of dead,starving or pe-
nniless customers are bad for the bottom

line.



As a nation keen on medal tallies,
Australia can be pleased with our Silver
as the second bhiggest produser of CO2
per capita in the world and some say
we're a dead certainty for Gold this year.
But our obsession with sport can work
for the global good the Australian Rules
Football League has decided to become
the world's first CO2 neutral code.

And what of the 250 attendees at the
Hobart Parking Convention,2006?Toge-
ther we created a total of 26 tonnes of
greenhouse gas in tow days,not including
air travel. My return flight from Adelaide
to Hobart added one tonne of CO, to my
personal load...

This is an extract from the Declarat-
ion of the European Parking Association,

2003:

"Parking policies must consider their
impact on our enviroment and ensure
that they are contributing to a future wh-
ich is sustainable over the longer term."

Can the parking industry move bey-
ond rthetoric? And what will happen if we
don't?in discussing climate change,lan-
maher(Toronto Parking Authority,2004)
holds that"any Government policy resp-
onse will likely impact on parking and that
the results of policy prescriptions are li-
kely to affect parking demand and usage.
"One way or another,we need to change
what we do before events overtake us.

CARBONEUTRAL PARKING |

Let's use my hometown
of adelaide as an example.
You should know that in _
greenhouse gas terms,our |
citizens are possibly the
world's greatest per capita -

contributors.

Adelaide lies at the end
of one of the world's grea-
t river systems;like most A
ustralian capitals,Adelaide
resembles a European city-
state with huge obligations

to it shinter-land.

If everyone lived as we do,we'd need
several planets. To be fair,it is also the
first city to have a carbon-neutral CBD
building and carbon-neutral biofuels.

Trees absorb CO and give off oxy-
gen.CarboNeutral Parking will create

caarbon sinks as defined by the Kyoto
Protocol.These sinks will be new forests
of trees,planted to absorb the amount of
COz created by the cars that drive to and

from parking facilities.

Many of us drive to work,shop or
play in the city.So,here's the scenario;

1. Eachyear, 4,000,000 people use
Adelaide City Counncil's undercover
parking.

2. Indoing so, their return journey
create 19,300 tonnes of CO=z2

3. Apermanent planting of 60 hect-
ares of trees will absorb all 19,300
ton-nes COz over the trees growth
period.

4. Atten cents to offset each car park
visit, Council coutd make asmall profit.

5. Eachyear, we plant another 60 hect-
ares of low rainfall land and so on.

The countryside thus cleans up the city's
pollution,our landholders get the trees
they need for free and our native fauna
find new homes.For my hometown,it m-
eans a polluter-paid program that will:

* Increase revenue. It is effectively
"value-adding"a few cents per park.




- Demonstrate local government iead-
ership

- Support the South Australian Gover-
nment's State Strategic Plan

- Lower salinity in the River Murray on
which Adelaide depends

- Increase biodiversity and promote
sustainable agriculture

South Australia has the biotechnolo-
gy.the legal framework and the land.Har-
dy, long-lived Australian trees, deep-
rooted,tolerant of low rainfall and accus-
tomed to fire,are ideal for the purpose
and for the uncertainties of a changing
climate.We can register carbon credits on

land titles to confer prmanency.

The Australian Greenhouse Office
has the measurement tools.There is an
Australian Standard to provide uniformity.
And whether the parking building that we
might offset be in Adelaide,London or B-
eijing,the outcome is the same.

It does not matter in biophysical ter-
ms where the trees are.Both the problem
and the solution are global in scope.

CarboNeutral Parking is not a resp-
onse to climate change in the way that
public transport,biofuels, electric vehi-
cles and hydrogen power are;it's a short
-term response while the auto industry
and Big Oil catch up.

Itis a means to separate the parkin g
industry from Bih Oil andthrough envir-
onmental leadership to make parking a
moreaccepable activity in our citiest.

With a little planning it provides a
means to educate parkers on climate c-
hange.lt's greatest social asset may be
the way it values taking responsibility for
what we do.

And if it also creates a long-term
benefit in education,equity,salinity con-
trol,rural reconstruction and biodiverse
reafforestation then that is simply good
fortune,built on parkers paying ten cents
a day. '




